
 

 

 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

 

The next ENVI Committee meeting will 
take place in Brussels on 23-24 
January 2017. 

We will vote on the Waste Review 
Package and consider a draft report on 
the proposal for an Effort Sharing 
Regulation. Draft own-initiative 
reports on Food Waste and on the 
implementation of the Mining Waste 
Directive will also be debated. 
Additionally, I would like to highlight 
that Mr José Herrera, Minister for 
Sustainable Development, the 
Environment and Climate Change and 

Mr Chris Fearne, Minister for Health are invited to present the 
priorities of the Maltese Presidency and exchange views with 
Members. 

As we will start this week's ENVI meeting with the mid-term 
reconstitution of the Committee and the election of the Chair and 
Vice-Chairs, I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere 
thanks to Members, staff and assistants, for an intense and fruitful first 
half of the term. It has been a pleasure working with you and chairing 
this important legislative committee. 
 
Giovanni La Via

 

MEETING ITEMS 

 
 
Votes: 

 Directive amending Directive 2008/98/EC on waste 

 Directive amending Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and 
packaging waste 

 Directive amending Directives 2000/53/EC on end-of-life 
vehicles, 2006/66/EC on batteries and accumulators and waste 
batteries and accumulators, and 2012/19/EU on waste electrical 
and electronic equipment 

 Directive amending Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste 

 European semester for economic policy coordination: Annual 
Growth Survey 2017 
 

Considerations: 

 Binding annual greenhouse gas emission reductions by Member 
States from 2021 to 2030 Implementing of the Mining Waste 
Directive (2006/21/EC) 

 Implementation of the Mining Waste Directive 

 Initiative on resource efficiency: reducing food waste, improving 
food safety 

 
Exchange of views: 

 with Mr José Herrera, Minister for Sustainable Development, the 
Environment and Climate Change, Maltese Presidency 

 with Mr Christopher Fearne, Minister for Health, Maltese 
Presidency 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
30-31 January 2016 (Brussels) 
See also the 2017 meeting dates for future meetings. 
 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia library and you can 
also download the extracts of speeches. 

 
More information 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or 
visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

 

Subscription 

If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your 
contact details and the subject "newsletter" to envi-
secretariat@europarl.europa.eu. To sign up for ENVI committee press 
releases or for media enquiries, please write to envi-
press@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information sources 
The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, information notes and 
workshop proceedings; to contact them, write to Poldep-Economy-
Science@europarl.europa.eu. The EP Library regularly prepares briefings 
summarising information related to topical subjects. Find the latest 
updates via the links briefings and blog.  
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VOTES 

 

WASTE PACKAGE 

The waste review package amends the Waste Framework Directive 
2008/98/EC, Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive 94/62/EC, 
Landfill Directive 1999/31/EC as well as Directives 2000/53/EC on End-
of-life Vehicles, 2006/66/EC on Waste Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment and 2012/19/EU on Batteries and Accumulators. The 
package is the legislative arm of the Circular Economy Action Plan.  
1693 amendments were tabled in addition to 274 amendments by the 
Rapporteur in the four draft reports, which had been discussed in 
Committee on 15-16 June 2016. 

1. Waste Framework Directive 2008/98/EC 
Adoption of the draft report (see meeting documents) 

The Rapporteur drafted 74 compromise 
amendments which cover 1310 
amendments and concern a wide variety 
of issues, among others the application of 
the waste hierarchy and of economic 
measures, food waste hierarchy, revised 
provisions on end-of waste and by-
products, a single calculation method and 
definition of municipal waste, targets on 

recycling of municipal waste and on waste oils, separate collection of 
bio-waste, textiles and household hazardous waste, strengthened 
provisions concerning EPR, prevention objectives at EU level, including 
food waste and litter reduction objectives, measures to be taken at 
national level in the waste prevention programmes, and review 
clauses on the evaluation of the need to set up targets on commercial 
and industrial waste and a framework for circular economy, setting up 
a platform for exchange of best practice. 

2. Packaging Directive 94/62/EC 
Vote on draft report (see meeting documents) 

The Rapporteur drafted 21 compromise amendments which cover 
215 of the amendments tabled and concern among others measures 
towards the reduction of packaging waste generation, a review of the 
essential requirements to improve design for re-use and quality 
recycling, bio-based packaging, revised provisions regarding re-use, 
increased recycling targets for 2025 and 2030 for packaging streams, 
a single calculation method, the use of materials from recycled 
packaging, and a review clause with the assessment of new targets. 

3. Directives on End-of-life Vehicles – Batteries and 
Accumulators – Waste Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment 
Vote on draft report (see meeting documents) 

82 amendments were tabled, focusing on the proper treatment of 
WEEE, and on the harmonisation of reporting obligations and 
statistical data in all three directives. The Rapporteur drafted three 

compromise amendments which cover 56 amendments and concern 
reporting, information and review related issues. 

4. Landfill Directive 1999/31/EC 
Vote on draft report (see meeting documents) 

135 amendments were tabled, focusing on new targets for the 
minimisation of landfilling, Member State specific exemptions from 
these targets, Member State and Commission reporting obligations, 
and on acceptance criteria for waste to be landfilled. The rapporteur 
drafted seven compromise amendments which cover 117 
amendments and concern definition, waste accepted on landfills, 
objectives, targets, derogations and reporting. 
 
Rapporteur: Bonafé (S&D)    

Shadows: Florenz (EPP), Demesmaeker (ECR), Torvalds (ALDE), Abaunz 

(GUE/NGL), Pedicini (EFDD), Škrlec (Greens/EFA), Jalkh (ENF) 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Binding annual greenhouse gas emission reductions by 
Member States from 2021 to 2030 (Effort Sharing 
proposal) 
Consideration of draft report (see meeting documents) 

On 20 July 2016, the Commission adopted the proposal for a 
regulation on binding annual greenhouse gas emission reductions by 
Member States from 2021 to 2030. This proposal is the follow-up to 
the Effort Sharing Decision No. 406/2009/EC which established 
national targets in the non-ETS sectors between 2013 and 2020. It is 
complementary to the 2015 Commission proposal to reform the EU 
Emissions Trading System, as it lays down reduction targets for the 
non-ETS sectors, i.e. transport, buildings, agriculture and waste. These 
national targets contribute to the overall EU target as well as to the EU 
and Member States’ commitments under the Paris Agreement. The 
non-ETS sectors will need to reduce emissions by 30% by 2030 
compared to 2005. In addition to differentiated national reduction 
targets, the Commission also proposes a number of flexibilities.  
 
In his draft report, the Rapporteur welcomes the Commission proposal 
as a first step. In order to better promote long-term predictability, 
ensure consistency with other policies and provide sufficient flexibility 
and solidarity between Member States, the Rapporteur presents a 
number of amendments, such a long-term trajectory towards 80% 
reductions by 2050, a more stringent trajectory for 2021-2030 starting 
already in 2017, a lower level of LULUCF credits, special auction 
revenues to assist Member States in Central and Eastern Europe with 
regard to renovations of buildings, an increased level of “borrowing”, 
and a requirement for Member States with a large surplus of annual 
emission allocations to transfer their surplus to an auctioning 
platform, with the obligation to reuse the revenues for supporting 
green investments. 
 
Rapporteur: Gerbrandy (ALDE) 

Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Dalli (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Konečná (GUE), Eickhout 

(Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD), Jalkh (ENF) 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124756/DAVOR_SKRLEC_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124770/JEAN-FRANCOIS_JALKH_home.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4319/Pilar_AYUSO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124970/MIRIAM_DALLI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
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Implementation of the Mining Waste Directive 
(2006/21/EC) 
Presentation of implementation assessment and consideration of draft report 
(see meeting documents) 

The Mining Waste Directive 2006/21/EC aims to prevent or reduce 
adverse effects on the environment and risks to human health, 
brought about as a result of the management of waste from the 
extractive industries, i.e. from prospecting, extraction, treatment and 
storage of mineral resources and from quarrying. EPRS will present a 
study that complements the Commission’s implementation report.  

The presentation will be followed by a consideration of the ENVI draft 
implementation report which highlights the incomplete 
implementation and the difficulty to have a clear picture of the 
effectiveness of Member States’ actions. The Rapporteur calls for a 
reform of the current reporting mechanism, expresses concerns about 
the incompleteness of the classification and permitting of Category A 
facilities, which involve higher risks for environment and health, and 
reiterates the Parliament’s call on the Commission to propose a ban 
on cyanide mining. In the context of the circular economy, the 
rapporteur demands to give priority to higher environmental 
standards and resource efficiency when defining best practices. 
 
Rapporteur: Hölvényi (EPP) 

Shadows: Caputo (S&D), Demesmaeker (ECR), Meissner (ALDE), Konečná (GUE), 

Škrlec (Greens/EFA), Jalkh (ENF) 

Initiative on resource efficiency: reducing food waste, 
improving food safety 
Consideration of draft report (see meeting documents) 

This own-initiative report is part of the ENVI committee’s follow-up to 
the Commission’s Circular Economy Action Plan of December 2015, 
which contains a section on actions to reduce food waste. In her draft 
report, the Rapporteur calls for binding reduction targets of at least 
30% by 2025 and 50% by 2030 and urges the Commission to adopt a 
common methodology to measure food waste. She also calls for the 
establishment of a hierarchy for the management of unsold food. On 
the issue of food donation, she welcomes the draft EU guidelines as a 
first step, but calls for legislative measures to promote food donation, 
such as “Good Samaritan” legislation and the explicit authorisation of 
tax exemptions on food donations in the VAT Directive. 
 
Rapporteur: Borzan (S&D)  

Shadows: Delahaye (EPP), Demesmaeker (ECR), Müller (ALDE), Kyllönen 

(GUE/NGL), Škrlec (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD), Jalkh (ENF) 

 

 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

Exchange of views with Mr José Herrera, Minister for 
Sustainable Development, the Environment and 
Climate Change, Maltese Presidency 

Malta took over the Presidency from Slovakia on 1 January 2017. It 
forms a trio with The Netherlands and Slovakia. 

Priorities of the Maltese Presidency: 

International climate agenda: The Maltese 
Presidency will focus on the UNFCCC 
negotiations in the aftermath of the COP22. 
The Presidency will seek to address this topic 
also in the context of the ongoing work on 
the EU Climate Change Adaptation Strategy. 

Emissions reduction in the Emissions Trading Scheme and non-ETS 
sectors: the Presidency will seek to make substantial progress and also 
advance discussions on the proposals on the non-ETS sectors. The 
Presidency will also give due attention to the EU’s follow-up on 
aviation emissions, following the ICAO General Assembly. 

Circular Economy Package: The Presidency will seek to make progress 
in the negotiations relating to the legislative proposals to amend six 
Waste Directives. It will also attempt to promote discussions on 
marine litter and the upcoming plastics strategy. 

Veterinary issues: The Presidency wants to make progress on the 
Regulations on Veterinary Medicinal Products, the related 
amendment to Regulation No 726/2004 laying down community 
procedures for the authorisation and supervision of medicinal 
products for human and veterinary use, and medicated feed. 

Protection of workers from the risks related to carcinogens and 
mutagens: The Presidency will seek to make progress on the first batch 
of carcinogens on which a General Approach was reached in October 
2016. It will also facilitate the discussions on the proposal for a second 
batch of carcinogens which was adopted by the European Commission 
on 10 January 2017, with the aim to reach a General Approach. 

Exchange of views with Mr Christopher Fearne, 
Minister for Health, Maltese Presidency 

Priorities of the Maltese Presidency: 

Cross-border cooperation to make existing 
cross-border healthcare systems more 
streamlined and user-friendly, and medicines 
and cross-border post-graduate training for 
doctors accessible and affordable: The 
Presidency wants to identify mechanisms of 
voluntary structured cooperation, to support 
Member States and provide benefits for 

professionals and patients. Two key areas are innovative health 
technologies for Rare Diseases and EU health workforce challenges. 

Fight against childhood obesity with the intention to analyse the 
findings of the mid-term evaluation report on the EU Action Plan on 
Childhood Obesity, identify key areas that call for further actions and 
present draft Council conclusions for actions. 

Non-communicable diseases: Concerning HIV prevention, the 
Presidency, in collaboration with the European Commission and the 
ECDC, will bring together leading experts on HIV prevention and 
control to discuss how Europe can improve its response to HIV and 
achieve the targets outlined in the Sustainable Development Goals.  

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201701/ENVI/ENVI(2017)0123_1/sitt-3764869
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124732/ANGELIQUE_DELAHAYE_home.html
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4  
   

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent Publications 
 Proceedings of the Workshop Living with a neurological brain 

disorder: Taking control of your life 

 Proceedings of the Workshop on Delivering and Enforcing the EU 
Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking 

 Proceedings of the Workshop on The fight against cancer is a team 
sport: The role of education and sport 

 Study on Decision-making processes of ICAO and IMO in respect of 
environmental regulations 

 Briefing on Climate action and the Emissions Trading System in 
China 

Upcoming Publications 
Proceedings of the workshop on "Health Promotion & Primary 
Prevention - Exchange of Good Practices 

 
Upcoming Event 
Workshop on "Supporting the market for secondary raw materials" 
31 January 2017, 1.30-2.30 pm 

 
To request hard copy of publication please contact:  
Poldep-Economy-Science@ep.europa.eu 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  
 

Municipal waste management across European countries 
European countries are improving their methods to 
prevent household trash and other municipal waste from 
ending up in landfill sites. Recycling rates, in particular, 
have increased considerably across Europe over the past 

decade, due in part to European environmental policies, according to 
a new European Environment Agency (EEA) assessment. More 
 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
 
Enforcement authorities in the EU will inspect how 
safety information on hazardous chemicals is 
compiled, communicated in the supply chain and 
followed at workplaces. The safety of workers will be 

inspected by 28 EU and EEA Member States. The key element of the 
project will be to investigate the quality of the safety data sheets that 
contain guidelines on the safe use of hazardous substances. More 
 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  
  

OpenFoodTox is the new EFSA database that 
provides instant access to a wealth of 
information from over 1,650 EFSA scientific 

outputs about the toxicity of chemicals found in the food and feed 
chain. The database gives information on over 4,000 chemical 
substances, related EU legislation, the EFSA output identifying their 

critical effects and the safe levels set by EFSA scientific panels, such as 
tolerable or acceptable daily intakes. More 
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC)  

The use and abuse of antibiotics has led to a widespread 
resistance to antibiotic treatments including even last- 
line antibiotics are. Read more about the way 
antimicrobial resistance spreads in our society. More 

 
European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 

10 years of EMA’s Patients’ and Consumers’ 
Working Party (PCWP) 
EMA’s Patients’ and Consumers’ Working Party 
(PCWP) celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2016 
with a series of events reflecting on how the 

involvement of patients in EMA activities has evolved since the 
creation of the Agency as well as the future drivers and challenges. A 
dedicated webpage commemorating this anniversary has been 
created, which contains videos, interviews and reflections from the 
first co-chairs and from original and current working party members. 
It also contains articles describing the first interactions with patients 
and consumers and also with healthcare professionals. The 
involvement of patients in EMA's work is a priority for the Agency 
which benefits the EU Regulatory System of Pharmaceuticals at large. 
More
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